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His brick reads: Robert
D Byrne, 6th Armd Cavalry
Regt.

Robert D. Byrne is in re-
hab at Bay Path Nursing get-
ting back on his feet after a
bad infection. He didn’t think

his story interesting enough to "8

merit an interview.

THE MONUMENT BRICKS

Byme was born in 1927
in Boston. At an early age he
came to Duxbury to live with
his aunt and uncle, Eden and
Jennie Keene: Glover whom
he described as “two of the
finest people in the world.”
Byrne’s father, Fred had also
been brought up by the Glov-
ers and wanted his son to be
raised as he was. Robert’s
dad, Fred, was a taxi driver
in Boston and his mom, Tena,
worked as a waitress. They en-
trusted Byrne’s upbringing to
Eden and Jennie knowing that
their son would be safer in the
country town of Duxbury.

.

Often on weekends, 10-
year-old Byrne would ride the’
train and be met at Boston’ |
South Station by his parents 3
On other weekends Fred and’
Tina visited his am:lThe Glov--
ers in Duxbury -

The family has a long Dux- .
bury history. his grandfather,
Fred D. Byrne, was in charge

of the international cable sta- s,
tion in Duxbury in 1903. That .
cable office was located at'
the comner of St. George and
Washington Streets and backed |

up.to the Bluefish River. The
building still stands but is now
a residence.

Byme was a Boy Scout
and  remembers  attending
scout meetings in the Mill-
brook ‘School. That building,
at the intersection of Route 14
and Tremont Street, is now the
American Legion Hall. He said
it was donated by the town to
the veterans of WWI for their
meeting place after the Armi-
stice.

Mr. Byrne was back on his feet and in attendance at the recent
Veteran's Day memorial services held at the American Legion Hall,
where he once attended Boy Scout meetings. He is out of rehab, look-
ing great and once again uomlurlahly leng with his family in their
Chestnut Street home.

Courtesy Photo

‘Byrme’ Sr first taste of
school was in a one-room
schoolhouse just east of the
old Holy Family Church on
Cedar Street, now the South
Shore Conservatory. He at-
tended second through fourth
grades at the Village School
near the Windsor House on
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“volimteer fire
_then 2loar;ated"'

Washington ‘Street. ‘When the
Village Séhool- was ﬁnally torn

~ water. Apnvate resndence now
“occupies the old school site.
- Byme wenton to attend grades

sclxool that now serves as the
Duxbury‘Free Lrbrary '
‘ me has “wit-

B On
' nsmg above Byme s brick.

At the age of - €ighteen
Byme joined the Army as a
Private to fight in, World War
. Hewas trarned at Fortl(nox,
. ‘Kenicky:as 4 tank dmfer,}-hs
mechanized unit was in train-
ing for the invasion .of Japan.
He was stationed in Califor-

_nia, waiting:in'to:be’ deployed’

to the Pacific War- Zone, 'when

two atomic..bomb burst,the.
. aHe

ﬁrst over Hrros

Nagasakl After"
Japanese Emperor’

Byrné’s: unit: was sent to

‘ x-Naz1s strll g
x ThE* d 1)

[

Commander L Chref of : Hrt-‘

Army urged him’ in varlous‘
. ways to re-enhst He didn’tre-

mg for the fire- dep,_.
:well as for his friend and for-
i.mer’ employer, Eben Bnggs, f
fwho rehired hlm for h1s old Job
delxvenng oil.

- In1951'Robert: married his
.,wrfe, Dorothy,‘Noguerra from ;-
f"Krngston and i 1954 joined "

the Duxbury  Police  Depart-
ment. The first chief of pohce ‘
Robert served under was Jim-
0 Neil; .Chief. O’Neﬂ’s name
is also inscribed on the World -
War - One - monument, above
Byrne brick.

rank of Staff- Sergeant and tl1e ‘. |

-Another  name
Doughboy patxents,

“bemg in. the thi
in France in "World War:One”.

; Byme:; remembered that Frank
and: Gladys Dwyer lived on -
 Surplus Street after their mar-
. iage. He recalled that when
. the. ongmal "WWI monument
‘was:s mk‘and derhohshed by
" a plow, G '

estrng story to tef'after all

_carved .
on that monurment is Gladys
'Reynolds -a- World ' War One -
nurse-who: marned .one of her -
Frank -
Dwyer. Byme described her as
‘thick of it over -
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